
D
aniel Handler—aka Lemony Snicket, author of the blockbuster A

Series Of Unfortunate Events books—returns with Poison for

Breakfast (August 31, Liveright), a stand-alone adventure filled with

mystery, musings on life and an apparent culinary crime. In what’s passed

off as a true tale, Snicket tells the story of finding a note claiming he’s

eaten poison for breakfast, and what follows is a fantastical quest to

discover who did the dastardly deed. “It’s the kind of book that might

provide you solace when your life is exciting rather than the kind of book

that provides you excitement when your life is dull,” Handler says. Here, we

catch up with the author, who, not surprisingly, had a childhood penchant

for Agatha Christie.
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You’re known for picture books, young adult novels, literary fiction and

especially the Gothic thrills of A Series of Unfortunate Events. What

prompted this change of pace?

When my son was younger, he was most interested in reading nonfiction.

Which was quite expected in some ways, since he’s the child of someone

who makes a lot of picture books [mom Lisa Brown] and someone who

writes novels for young people. So, of course, he would choose the one

thing that we didn’t do or have around the house. But that got me

interested in nonfiction for young people, which is often either of the Rosa

Parks biography or lizards of North America variety, and God bless

everything, but I thought it would be interesting to write a book of

nonfiction that was a change of pace from the breathless melodrama of so

many Snicket books.

Poison for Breakfast is a mystery of sorts, where the mystery is almost

beside the point. You must have had a mystery phase as a kid. Sherlock

Holmes? The Hardy Boys? 

It was definitely Agatha Christie. What I really liked when I was maybe 11 or

12, when I was starting to read them, was the list of characters in the front. I

thought that was just fantastic.

What’s your own reading routine?

I’m usually reading five or six books at a time in different rooms: a novel, a

book of poetry, someone’s letters or diary and a book for whatever it is that

I’m researching. And then usually one more that just came into my house

and was so good that I had to start reading it—I keep that one on my

kitchen counter.

If you had to choose: library or a bookstore?

One of the delights of my life is that I really don’t have to choose. But I like

a library because you can really take anything off the shelves and look at it.

To make a huge, messy pile of books that not only are you not wanting to

purchase, but you’re not even going to read all of them. And you’re

certainly not gonna read all of all of them! When some idea has taken hold

of you, you can begin to explore it and serendipity can guide you. So I

think I would have to choose a library. But I really love not choosing.

You’ve talked about arranging a club to read Proust together in dive

bars. Has that happened yet?

No, but during the pandemic, I did have a two-person Reading Out Loud

Epic Poetry Whilst Drinking Whiskey on Zoom Club. We started with Emily

Wilson‘s translation of The Odyssey. We also read the Seamus Heaney

Beowulf, Gilgamesh, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Rime of the Ancient

Mariner and Louis MacNeice‘s Autumn Journal. Now we are embarking on

The Tale of the Heike, which is so long that we hope it will take us until

Emily Wilson finishes her translation of The Iliad.

What I like about poetry is that booksellers can’t decide if it’s fiction or

nonfiction. Poetry is just … poetry.

Well, it’s interesting that you would say that, because when my son was

interested in reading nonfiction, he would ask all the time, “Is this

nonfiction or fiction?” And once, he came upon me reading a book of

poetry in the living room. And he said, “Is that fiction, or nonfiction?”

Without answering I said, “It’s neither,” which had never occurred to either

of us. And we both sat there, silent, in this kind of amazed moment. I said, if

you want to try poetry, here’s where the poetry is in our house. You can

read any book you want. And he took down Lunch Poems [by Frank

O’Hara], I think because of the size of the book that you can grab it. I really

don’t think he understood a word of it, but he just liked the idea that there

was something that wasn’t either fiction or nonfiction.

You’ve said that the first book you bought was The Blue Aspic by

Edward Gorey, which is set in the world of the opera. Were you already

singing when you bought that?

Yes, I was. In fact, I bought that book on a break from an opera rehearsal.

We walked up to A Clean Well-Lighted Place for Books [in San Francisco],

which was just a couple of blocks from where we rehearsed.

Were you good enough a singer to say, “Should I become a castrato?”

My parents used to joke that they considered castration to extend my

career. But in the long run I’m grateful for my secondary sex characteristics.

You said you bought the Edward Gorey, a major influence of yours, with

your own money. But you were only 8 years old! Where did the money

come from?

That’s more like a family joke. We would get an allowance and then we

would say, “Hey, I’m buying this with my own money.” My parents never

liked to tie specific chores to a specific allowance. The idea was that when

they asked us to do something, we should do it. Tremendously unfair. And

of course, it’s exactly how I’m raising my own child.

What are you reading now?

I’m reading Dead Souls by Sam Riviere; Dorothea Lasky‘s book Animal,

which is about writing a little bit; and Hilary Leichter‘s Temporary. And it’s

kind of a reread, but I’m reading the selected poems of James Schuyler.

He’s a good walking-around poet.

What is Lemony Snicket reading right now?

What is Mr. Snicket reading? Well, I’m working on another Snicket project

[for the stage, although it’s not a theatrical adaptation of A Series Of

Unfortunate Events], and for that I’m using this chap book by Magdalena

Zurawski, which is called Being Human Is an Occult Practice.

What books are you recommending right now?

The Kids of Cattywampus Street [Anne Schwartz Books, by Lisa Jahn-

Clough, following the mischievous adventures of kids who live on the

same street]. This is probably the last middle grade book I read that I really,

really loved.

Jackpot [Ember, by Nic Stone, in which a high school senior juggles

school, work and caring for her younger brother]. In terms of [young adult

fiction], I think the author doing the best job right now is Nic Stone—the

way that she talks about class is really interesting.

A Swim in a Pond in the Rain [Random House, a collection of essays and

Russian short stories by George Saunders]. I don’t know why I haven’t

bought it yet. I’ve picked it up in various bookstores and put it back down. I

always feel the book smirking at me, like, “OK, not today, but you’re

obviously taking me home.”

You share your passion for everything from the poetry of Elizabeth

Bishop to the children’s book The Long Secret by Louise Fitzhugh. Have

you always loved recommending things to others?

It can be tricky. When I lived in New York, I used to go to a record store; I

think it was House of Records on the way to Film Forum. There was a man

who ran it, and I would say, “So what’s good?” He would offer me

something, and if it wasn’t up my alley, he took it very hard if I put it down.

Oftentimes, it would be a box set of psychedelic rock from the ’70s or

something. I have wide tastes, but not universal tastes. It would be difficult

to say to him, “But I don’t think I want this Soft Machine live album. I’m

sorry.”

Next, Authors Chelsea Clinton, Hilary Duff, Meena Harris and More

Reflect on the Value of Children’s Books

Parade Daily

Celebrity interviews, recipes and health tips delivered to your inbox.

BOOKS

Daniel Handler, Author of the A
Series Of Unfortunate Events
Books, Reveals Why His New

Book Is So Different 
AUGUST 21, 2021 – 5:00 AM  – 0 COMMENTS

Parade Daily

Celebrity interviews, recipes and

health tips delivered to your inbox.

Entertainment

Read

Watch

Listen

Magazine

Olympics

Best '80s Movies

Best '90s Movies

New Kids' Movies

New Comedy Movies

New Horror Movies

Amazing Race

Bachelor in Paradise

Big Brother

DWTS

Masked Singer

Outlander

Survivor

The Bachelorette

Yellowstone

Food & Drink

Casserole Recipes

Chicken Recipes

Crock Pot Recipes

Dessert

Easy Meals

Ground Beef Recipes

Healthy Recipes

Pasta Recipes

Recipes

Soup Recipes

Vegan Recipes

WW Recipes

Pop Kitchen

Videos

What America Eats

Wellness

Self-Care

Healthy Now

Mental Health

Caregiving

COVID-19 Vaccine

Cancer Survivors

Cold and Flu

Types of Diets

Benefits of Meditation

Best Free Workout Apps

Best Stationary Bike

Keto Approved Foods

Mediterranean Diet Food List

Soursop Tea Benefits

Numbrix

Life

Family

Founders & Side Hustlers

Heroes & Helpers

Dad Jokes

Life Quotes

Online Games

Texting Games

Popular Baby Names

Unique Baby Names

Angel Names

Travel

Trivia

Try the Trend

Shopping, Deals & Freebies

What People Earn

Pop Culture

Celebs

Celeb Net Worth

Royals

Royal Baby Names

© 2021 AMG/Parade. All rights reserved.

Do not sell my personal information. Manage your GDPR consents by clicking here.

2

By MICHAEL GILTZ  

(Meredith Heuer)

Email Address  SIGN UP

2

FROM OUR PARTNERS

LEAVE A COMMENT

Leave A Comment

Email Address  SIGN UP

Everything We Know So Far

About America's Got Talent

Season 16, Including All the

Golden Buzzers
PAULETTE COHN, EDITOR

Everything to Know About Big

Brother 23 (Including Who's

Been Evicted)
MIKE BLOOM, CONTRIBUTOR

Which One of These 100 Diets

Could Help You Lose Weight?

We've Got Tons of Info to Help

You Decide
NANCY HENDERSON,

CONTRIBUTOR

200 Best Crock Pot Recipes

and Easy Slow Cooker Dinner

Ideas for the Family
PARADE, EDITOR

100+ Weight Watchers

Recipes with WW Points to

Help You Lose Weight
PARADE, EDITOR

30 Low-Maintenance Dog

Breeds for First-Time or Busy

Pup Owners
MARYN LILES, CONTRIBUTOR

Are People Heavy to Horses?
MARILYN VOS SAVANT,

CONTRIBUTOR

Betty White's Lifetime

Christmas Movie May Not

Happen for 2021
PAULETTE COHN, EDITOR

Numbrix 9 - August 22
MARILYN VOS SAVANT,

CONTRIBUTOR

Candace Cameron Bure on

Her 17th Aurora Teagarden

Mysteries Movie and What

She's Learned from Aurora
WALTER SCOTT, EDITOR

Mike Richards Out as Host

of Jeopardy! Amid New

Controversy—Read His

Full Statement

Outlander's Caitriona Balfe

Had a Baby! Find Out

About Her Sweet Bundle of

Joy—And How Co-Star

Sam Heughan

Congratulated Her

Find Out Who Went Home

and Who Made It Through

from Live Shows Night

Two on America’s

Got Talent

Challenge Your Bestie! The

35 Best Online Games to

Play With Friends

Paulette Cohn

Editor

Betty White's Lifetime Christmas
Movie May Not Happen
for 2021

Jessica Sager

Contributor

Oh My Double God! Everything
to Know About Never Have I
Ever Now That It's Renewed for
Season 3

Rose Maura Lorre

Editor

Outlander's Caitriona Balfe Had
a Baby! Find Out About Her
Sweet Bundle of Joy—And How
Co-Star Sam Heughan
Congratulated Her

K.L. Connie Wang

Contributor

See Your Favorite Former Soap
Stars Reunite for Hallmark's
New Movie, A Little
Daytime Drama

Let's make it official
Celeb interviews, recipes, wellness tips and horoscopes

delivered to your inbox daily.

Email Address  SIGN UP

Your use of this website constitutes and manifests your acceptance of our User Agreement,

Privacy Policy, Cookie Notification, and awareness of the California Privacy Rights. Pursuant to

U.S. Copyright law, as well as other applicable federal and state laws, the content on this website

may not be reproduced, distributed, displayed, transmitted, cached, or otherwise used, without

the prior, express, and written permission of Athlon Media Group. Ad Choices

About Parade Contact Us Media Kit Media Relations Our Contributors

1 2 3 4

MOST COMMENTEDMOST POPULAR

TOP VOICES

JERYL BRUNNER, CONTRIBUTOR

ROSE MAURA LORRE, EDITOR

PAULETTE COHN, EDITOR

NICOLE PAJER, CONTRIBUTOR

ENTERTAINMENT FOOD & DRINK HEALTHY NOW THE BREAKFAST CLUB DROUGHTLANDER TELEHEALTH ST

https://parade.com/product/1324090626/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/937586/parade/life-quotes/
https://parade.com/915061/brittany_galla/new-childrens-book-series-9-11-courage-and-tributes-aims-to-help-teach-kids-about-sept-11-2001-read-an-excerpt-here/
https://parade.com/product/0393356256/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/0571234380/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/0143107267/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/0872860353/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/0764950622/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/1045384/marynliles/family-quotes/
https://parade.com/product/1646220285/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/1940696917/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/1566895669/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/1946433462/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/0593127560/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/1984829653/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/1984856022/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/product/0440418194/US/paradedigital-20/
https://parade.com/1189237/meganoneill/international-childrens-book-day-chelsea-clinton-hilary-duff/
https://parade.com/books/
https://parade.com/books/
https://www.parade.com/
https://www.parade.com/
https://www.instagram.com/parade.media
https://www.pinterest.com/parademag
https://www.youtube.com/user/ParadeMagazine
https://www.twitter.com/ParadeMagazine
https://www.facebook.com/parademag
https://parade.com/entertainment/
https://parade.com/books/
https://parade.com/movies-tv/
https://parade.com/music-podcasts/
https://parade.com/magazine/
https://parade.com/olympics/
https://parade.com/1047441/gwynnewatkins/best-80s-movies/
https://parade.com/1214385/samuelmurrian/best-90s-movies/
https://parade.com/1206084/alexandra-hurtado/new-kids-family-movies-release-dates/
https://parade.com/1208144/stephanieosmanski/new-comedy-movies-release-dates/
https://parade.com/1214851/stephanieosmanski/new-horror-movies-release-dates/
https://parade.com/1198361/mikebloom/amazing-race-season-33/
https://parade.com/1149097/korinmiller/bachelor-in-paradise-season-7-2021/
https://parade.com/1111771/mikebloom/big-brother-23/
https://parade.com/1131564/mikebloom/dancing-with-the-stars-season-30/
https://parade.com/1156591/mikebloom/the-masked-singer-season-5/
https://parade.com/1108418/paulettecohn/outlander-season-6/
https://parade.com/1057230/mikebloom/survivor-season-41/
https://parade.com/1177863/amanda-mitchell/bachelorette-season-17-katie-thurston-2021/
https://parade.com/1078334/klconniewang/yellowstone-season-4/
https://parade.com/food/
https://parade.com/986637/parade/casserole-recipes/
https://parade.com/chicken/
https://parade.com/954875/parade/crock-pot-recipes/
https://parade.com/dessert/
https://parade.com/easy-meals/
https://parade.com/1018830/parade/ground-beef-recipes/
https://parade.com/healthy-recipes/
https://parade.com/1048195/parade/pasta-recipes/
https://parade.com/tag/recipes/
https://parade.com/1133959/parade/best-soup-recipes/
https://parade.com/1033852/parade/vegan-recipes/
https://parade.com/969844/parade/weight-watchers-recipes/
https://parade.com/pop-kitchen/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH0nW7Z_xsKQmVL1rml36Vg
https://parade.com/what-america-eats/
https://parade.com/health/
https://parade.com/self-care/
https://parade.com/healthy-now/
https://parade.com/mental-health/
https://parade.com/caregiver-boot-camp/
https://parade.com/covid-vaccine/
https://parade.com/super-survivors/
https://parade.com/cold-and-flu/
https://parade.com/986848/nancy_henderson/types-of-diets/
https://parade.com/969668/ericasweeney/benefits-of-meditation/
https://parade.com/970149/ashleylauretta/best-workout-apps/
https://parade.com/1113631/korinmiller/best-stationary-bikes/
https://parade.com/970087/lisamulcahy/keto-diet-food-list/
https://parade.com/983137/ericasweeney/mediterranean-diet-food-list/
https://parade.com/922292/amberpetty/soursop-tea/
https://parade.com/numbrix/
https://parade.com/living/
https://parade.com/family/
https://parade.com/founders-side-hustlers/
https://parade.com/heroes-helpers/
https://parade.com/940979/kelseypelzer/best-dad-jokes/
https://parade.com/937586/parade/life-quotes/
https://parade.com/1012420/nicolepajer/best-online-games/
https://parade.com/1043064/marynliles/texting-games/
https://parade.com/969021/marynliles/popular-baby-names/
https://parade.com/945400/kelseypelzer/unique-baby-names/
https://parade.com/1116818/marynliles/angel-names/
https://parade.com/travel/
https://parade.com/tag/trivia/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLs2k2TJZZt8nqdCVKmv63rYA6pAqXsIIN
https://parade.com/parade-picks/
https://parade.com/what-people-earn/
https://parade.com/culture/
https://parade.com/celebrities/
https://parade.com/tag/net-worth/
https://parade.com/royal-family/
https://parade.com/1004471/marynliles/royal-baby-names/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://parade.com/member/michael-giltz/
https://parade.com/member/michael-giltz/
https://parade.com/member/michael-giltz/
https://parade.com/member/michael-giltz/
https://parade.com/1250364/danielhandler/
https://parade.com/1250364/danielhandler/
https://parade.com/1134190/paulettecohn/americas-got-talent-season-16-agt-2021/
https://parade.com/member/paulettecohn/
https://parade.com/1134190/paulettecohn/americas-got-talent-season-16-agt-2021/
https://parade.com/1111771/mikebloom/big-brother-23/
https://parade.com/member/mikebloom/
https://parade.com/1111771/mikebloom/big-brother-23/
https://parade.com/986848/nancy_henderson/types-of-diets/
https://parade.com/member/nancy_henderson/
https://parade.com/986848/nancy_henderson/types-of-diets/
https://parade.com/954875/parade/crock-pot-recipes/
https://parade.com/member/parade/
https://parade.com/954875/parade/crock-pot-recipes/
https://parade.com/969844/parade/weight-watchers-recipes/
https://parade.com/member/parade/
https://parade.com/969844/parade/weight-watchers-recipes/
https://parade.com/1249015/marynliles/low-maintenance-dog-breeds/
https://parade.com/member/marynliles/
https://parade.com/1249015/marynliles/low-maintenance-dog-breeds/
https://parade.com/1249740/marilynvossavant/are-people-heavy-to-horses/
https://parade.com/member/marilynvossavant/
https://parade.com/1249740/marilynvossavant/are-people-heavy-to-horses/
https://parade.com/1251768/paulettecohn/betty-white-lifetime-christmas-movie-canceled/
https://parade.com/member/paulettecohn/
https://parade.com/1251768/paulettecohn/betty-white-lifetime-christmas-movie-canceled/
https://parade.com/parade_numbrix/numbrix-9-august-22-13/
https://parade.com/member/marilynvossavant/
https://parade.com/parade_numbrix/numbrix-9-august-22-13/
https://parade.com/1249678/walterscott/candace-cameron-bure-aurora-teagarden/
https://parade.com/member/walterscott/
https://parade.com/1249678/walterscott/candace-cameron-bure-aurora-teagarden/
https://parade.com/1251284/jerylbrunner/mike-richards-quits-jeopardy/
https://parade.com/1250215/rose-maura-lorre/caitriona-balfe-son/
https://parade.com/1250287/paulettecohn/americas-got-talent-2021-live-shows-night-two-eliminations/
https://parade.com/1012420/nicolepajer/best-online-games/
https://parade.com/member/paulettecohn/
https://parade.com/1251768/paulettecohn/betty-white-lifetime-christmas-movie-canceled/
https://parade.com/member/jessicasager/
https://parade.com/1251093/jessicasager/never-have-i-ever-season-3/
https://parade.com/member/rose-maura-lorre/
https://parade.com/1250215/rose-maura-lorre/caitriona-balfe-son/
https://parade.com/member/klconniewang/
https://parade.com/1247463/klconniewang/a-little-daytime-drama-hallmark-movie/
https://parade.com/user-agreement/
https://parade.com/privacy-policy/
https://parade.com/cookie-policy/
https://parade.com/privacy-policy/#cpr
https://parade.com/privacy-policy/#thirdparty
http://www.athlonmediagroup.com/parade/
http://www.athlonmediagroup.com/contact/
http://www.athlonmediagroup.com/parade
https://parade.com/media-relations/
https://parade.com/parade-contributors/
https://parade.com/1251284/jerylbrunner/mike-richards-quits-jeopardy/
https://parade.com/1250215/rose-maura-lorre/caitriona-balfe-son/
https://parade.com/1250287/paulettecohn/americas-got-talent-2021-live-shows-night-two-eliminations/
https://parade.com/1012420/nicolepajer/best-online-games/
https://parade.com/member/paulettecohn/
https://parade.com/member/jessicasager/
https://parade.com/member/rose-maura-lorre/
https://parade.com/member/klconniewang/
https://parade.com/member/jerylbrunner/
https://parade.com/member/rose-maura-lorre/
https://parade.com/member/paulettecohn/
https://parade.com/member/nicolepajer/
https://parade.com/entertainment/
https://parade.com/entertainment/
https://parade.com/food/
https://parade.com/food/
https://parade.com/healthy-now/
https://parade.com/healthy-now/
https://parade.com/breakfast/
https://parade.com/breakfast/
https://parade.com/tag/outlander/
https://parade.com/tag/outlander/
https://parade.com/telehealth/
https://parade.com/telehealth/
https://parade.com/newsletter
https://parade.com/newsletter
https://parade.com/login
https://parade.com/

